S

THE HAMILTON

PECTATOR

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2007 4 THESPEC.COM 4 THE VOICE OF OUR COM

Lawyer calls $35,000 payment per patlent woefully madequate

BY CARMELA FRAGOMENI

The lawyer for a Burlington woman
who underwent unnecessary surgery
from Dr. Salim Daya says a $35,000
payment to each patient is “woefully
inadequate”,

Bruce Hillyer said his client’s $4.6-

millionlawsuit against Daya, aspecialist -

in preventing miscarriages, and Hamil-
., tonHealth Sciences still stands,

“The amount is inadequate so we're
opting out,” Hillyer said yesterday
when the $10-million settlement Daya
and the hospital corporation agreed to
pay in three class action lawsuits was
announced.

Elizabeth Ann Jansen, his client, went
toDayalookingforhelpin2000 after suf-
fering manymiscarriages. Herlawsuit al-

leges Daya conducted rogue research,

based on his views that sham operations
or placebo surgery are essential to re~
search and they benefit patients. The al-
legations have not been proven in court.
David Thompson, alawyer for one of
the class action suits, said aclass action
settlement is often imperfect, but the
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- thati m writing to the law’ irms. Other-
“wise, she will not be able to siie on her

overall compensation is consistent
with previous cases.

SandraLa Rocca, a Haniilton woman
in one of the class actions, said, “Ifeel
like he used us as guinea pigs”

She feels completely violated by the
doctor. The mother of two says Daya
took away her chance to experience

~ Awoman who joins the class actlon can—

" not sue again, or take future action..

own, The deadlines Feb: 29, 2008,

! More mformatlon is avazlable at

natural childbirth. She needed a
C-section eachtime.

“He did procedures on us he should
never have done and money is not go-
ing toreplace whathe didtome. It'snot

going to take away allthe traumaheput -

me through ... but it's over. I don’t feel
like he paid for what he did. Idon’t un-

{

derstand how he is still practising”
Her life was put on hold after the
surgery and a painful three months of

tecovery. It putalot of stressonherand

her husband. “We werenewly married,

we had some veryrocky moments.”
The 189 women eligible to make a

claim are known only to the hospital

- unless they have gone public on their

own. Sothehospitalis notifying each of
them by registered mail at their last
known address andhas set up atoll-free
line at 1-866-402-2472 for questions.
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